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Roval : , 
n Mare “ Many public Officers. and Accountants have raised great Estates to themselves, at the expence of 
+h ‘the Publie, when it is evident they have had no lawful means to attain them: and several persons, 
S ness whose duty it was to Ainder such exorbitancies, measuring their requests rather by their own avarice 
\ustria, ‘ than by their merit, have obtained for themselves Grants to such a value, as in foregoing Reigns have 
ill ane been esteemed large Supplies towards great and public services: which has been another great cause 
arriage ‘ of the Debt that lies upon the uation. This general mismanagement of the public aflairs did actually 
| Maths spread itself over the whole kingdom, and seems to be owing to a disposition of Offices and Places, 
where men were rather chosen for their inclinations iv serve a Party, than for their qualifications to 
here serve the Public. And these men being Conscious to themselves of the many Frauds and Ojences 
uestion cmmitted against the Public, have no other hopes to shelter themseloes from Justice, THAN BY 
ess the TAKING AWAY THE REPUTATION OF THOSE WHO DEsIRE TO DO RIGHT TO THEIR 
rms im COUNTRY BY DETECTING THEIR (NiQUITIRS; and being UNITED IN GUILT AND IN- 
izhness TEREST, they endeavour to amuse and tmpose upon those, whose posterity, we have too much reason 
Rt to fear, will yrean under the sad effects of the wickedness of the ene, and the too great credulity 
Austria of the other. We chearfully depend upon your Majesty’s wisdom, that all our Griévances, by your 
ae his grace and favour, will, in due time, be redressed and removed, by runisuine those, who have been 
Na the cause of them, and by entrusting none in the administration of public affairs, who, for their own 
rial and private advantage, have manifestiy contributed to the calamity of their Country.” ADDRESS OF THE 
ovse oF ComMONS TO QuegsN ANNE, in 1702. ' 
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these Mipptesex MEETING. When Mr. 
we yitleton and others were engaged in the 
sant mous act of disclaiming, or, in the lan- 


tage of Scripture, denying, Sin Francis 
RDETT, om the alledged ground of. his 
unwarrantable resistance,’ and his Letter to 
Speaker of the Honourable House, they 
a not, I dare say, anticipate, that the 
cision of the people, upon those points, 
ould be what it has since been manifested 








able, ou 
vil statty 


ad md be. However this may have been, it 
“i take how very clear, that Sir Francis did act 


t only the patriotic but the prudent part. 
the memorable Saturday when the 
‘rant was to, have been executed, and 
en troops were waited for, in order to 








ue sure its execution, I received a letter, 
by wl ly telling me, that the vote of commit- 
aces 4 nt had beem carried, and that. Sir 
abie, aNCis was «< 


gone to the Tower.”’—I was 









"the nished, I was chagrined: Iwas ina 
o: Pe ME °C mortification: not to-be described. 
Na nw hat 1” exglaimed I, “ gone to the 
the. Att werk as quietly-as a pickpocket to 
, l, or to the c 

a Aris ! GONE to the Tower; and that 
pee uP” How was: I ‘relieved 5 what 
so * my pleasure, upon bearing, on the 

wil day morning, that-he was: still in his 





Se; still im the < Englishman’s castle,’* 
‘ that it would. require the last move; 
* playing of the trumps ; ta get him toa 
1.——Tt: «was, .bowever, this very 
ig that stirred: the gall of the Whigs; 
“ Tummaged up the bitterness from 
















of Governor | defending 





the bottom of their stomachs; that en- 
raged them to that degree, which the na- 
tion have since witnessed. The letter 
to the Speaker [ had not anticipated ; but, 
who will tow say, that, without that let- 
ter, the thing, on the part of Sir Francis, 
would have beet complete? It is evident, 
that it would not have been complete. It 
is now clear to every one, that, without 
that Letter, there would have been a 
shew, and a boust, of victory, on the part 
of our enemies. But, the protracted re- 
sistance was the main thing. It was that 
which brought out the trumps. As long as 
possible the trumps were held back ; and, 
if they could have been held back al- 
togetber ; if Sir Francis, (to oblige the 
Whigs) had. gone off quietly like a pick- 
pocket, the trumps weuld- not have been 
played. They would have remained at 
Canterbury and Croydon and Ryegate 
and Epsom and Guildford and Farnham 
and Winchester and Newbery and Read- 
ing and St, Albans and Hertford and 
Cambridge and Bagshot and Hounslow 
Heath occapied im their usual business of 
the. country against Buonaparté ; ' 
if this had been the case, tlie Whigs would 
have been highly delighted: This is pre« 
cisely what would have suited them and 
their schemes of ambition. But, thanks to 
the firmness and the foresight of Sir 
Francis, this was not the case: the | 
‘were called forth and played, to the last 
card; aud of this the whole nation have 
been witnesses.——I shall now insert the 
— which were passed at the’ 
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Mippiesex Megtine, and, in which I am 
very glad to perceive, that both these acts, 
so bitterly complained of by the Whigs, 
are decidedly approved of. 

« AT a numerous and respectable Meet- 
‘ing of the Freeholders of the County of 
« Middlesex, held at the Mermaid, Hack- 
“ney, on Thursday, the 26th day of 
« April, 1810, pursuant toa Requisition, 
‘the following Resolutions were en- 
* tered into :— 

« Resolved, That the Petition now read 
“ be adopted, and that it be presented to 
“the House of Commons by our Repre- 
‘sentatives, George Byng and William 
« Mellisb, Esqrs. who are hereby instruct- 
‘‘ ed to support the same. 

«That we highly approve of the pro- 
“‘ ceedings of the Electors of Westminster, 
at their late Meeting, and most heartily 
“concur in the sentiments contained in 
‘their Letter to Sir Francis Burdett, and 
“ in-his Answer. 

“ That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
“ due, and are hereby given, to Sir Francis 
“ Burdett, bart. for his truly patriotic con- 
“ duct in Parliament, for his unanswered 
‘and unanswerable Argument in the case 
“of John Gale Jones, vindicating the 
“rights of the subject,’ and denying the 
“« power of the House of Commons to im- 
“ prison without trial, and during plea- 
‘sure, the people of England; for his 
“< Leuer to the Speuker, protesting against 
‘ the power of the House of Commons to 
‘imprison in like manner one of their 
“« Members, for laying before his Consti- 
“« tuents a faithful account of his conduct 
“ in Parliament; and for his constitutional 
“ resistance to the Speaker’s warrant, whereby 
“he has given a practical illustration of its 
“¢ inefficiency, and has shewn that it could not 
« be put in force without military aid, a vio- 
‘« lation of our ancient Laws, and a breach 
“ of the privileges of Englishmen. 

« That these Resolutions be fairly tran- 
“scribed and presented to Sir Francis 
“ Burdett by the Sheriffs, accompanied 
“by George Byng and William Mel- 
“ lish, esqrs. our Representatives. 

‘ That the Address to Sir Francis Buar- 
“ dett which has been read be adopted as 
the act of this Meeting. 

“ That the thanks of this Meeting be 
9 da to George Byng, esq. one of our 


resentatives, for his general conduct 


se 
*“ in Parliament. 


“ That the thanks of this Meeting be 


“ be given to the Sheriffs, for their readi- 
“ ness in calling this meeting, and for 
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that I never read any thing with me 
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“ their judicious and impartial conduct jy 
« the Chair. 
‘ That these Resolutions be advertise, 
Mw. Woop,) .. ....° 
Jno. ATKins, Sherifls.” 
The Appress, mentioned in these Resoly. 
tions, I shall now insert, first, howeyey 
expressing my unfeigned satisfaction ot 
seeing, that the author of it was the vene. 
rable and venerated Mason Cartwatey;, 
who out of more, I believe, than seveiily 
years of life, has spent more than fur 
in the cause of Parliamentary Reform. |; 
is quite delightful to see such a composi. 
tion coming from a man, whose brow jj 
literally furrowed with wrinkles, and 
whose body appears to be of no use ex- 
cept to. contain his soul. Of all the men, 
that I ever knew, Major Cartwright isthe 
most persevering, the most resolute, and, 
at the same time, the most mild in bis 
manners, . At least, never did I know any 
one to exceed him in any of these quali- 
ties. I believe, that he has never pub- 
lished any thing, of which he has not seat 
a copy to the King and to each of his Mi 
nisters. He is a true loyalist and a true 
royalist. He has read, studied, and iu 
bibed the whole of the principles of the 
Constitution of England ; and, all who 
know him are pretty well convinced, that, 
rather than yield, rather than make a Sl 
render of one particle of those principles, 
he would suffer himself to be burnt alive. 
Many and many have been the occasion 
when he has offered Resolutions to publi¢ 
meetings, containing the principles of thi 
Address; and, alas! many and mary 
have been the occasions, when those Re- 
solutions have been, at best, coldly t 
ceived. At last, perseverance and pa 
tience have brought him to the day, whes 
men see the necessity of acting upo! ha 
principles, or of, at once, yielding all pre 
tensions to English freedom.— The *™ 
timents of this Address must have ye 
very pleasing to Sir Francis, and vg 
sure must have been encreased, gre 
encreased, by the reflection, that Wé 
roceeded from the pen of such a re 
Major Cartwright, a gentleman of | +f 
ing, of independent fortune, of ancic" 
mily, and what ‘is'more than al! thes © 
perfectly spotless life; a man ouien 2 
mind which it-is impossible wi 
and a heart of such integrity tha! 0° o 
can shake. For myself, I can grt . a 
tisfaction than this Address; 27d 
‘am confident, will be the feeling 
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ni/ 
ose, who, with minds unprejudiced, 
shall read it. 


‘TO SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 


‘a PRISONER IN THE TOWER. 


The Address of the Frecholders of Middlesex, 
in full County assembled. 


«Sin; With the name of Hampden, 
‘consecrated to the eternal gratitude and 
‘veneration of Englishmen, for having 
‘resisted the illegal exercise of power by 
‘a King, the present and future ages will 
‘couple the name of Burdett, for having 
‘resisted am illegal exercise of power by 
a House of Commons.—To you we are 
Windebted for having caused discussions 
‘which have done honour to our age and 
‘nation; but such a variety of princi- 
‘ples have been shaken in the strange 
‘proceedings against you, that the ex- 
tent of our obligations to you, first, for 
‘your constitutional doctrine, and then 
‘for your resisting the violaters of our 
Constitution, cannot as yet be estimated. 
‘We trust the obligations will prove be- 
‘yond all estimate; as we trust they 
‘must terminate ina restoration of that 
‘ violated Constitution. 

“Whatever, Sir, may be the prostitution 
‘within certain walls, whatever may be 
‘the profligate abuse aad peculation of 
office, we may, howevr, congratulate 
‘our country, that she las yet able de- 
‘fenders of her rights, who with you 
‘are rallying around ow two-fold Con- 
‘stitution: a Constitution that hath not 
‘only a Law, which is * the perfection 
‘ot reason:’? but wherever that law 
‘may meet with lawless opposers, hath 
‘also “ A sword of its own,” without 
‘heeding to borrow any other, native or 
‘foreign, for the sure ard resistless en- 
‘forcement of that law. —Inquiry, Sir, is 
‘how awake, and at work ‘Reason, found- 
ing itself on constitutonal principie, 
‘hath now to decide, whether, for either 
‘ keeping the peace, or fer enforcing any 
‘ Process of English Law, recourse ought 
‘to be ultimately had to the County 
Power, or to the Standing Army : that 
“ls shall the peace and the law of Eng- 
‘land, be upheld by the Civil Power, or 
bya Military Force ?—It is, in fact, to 
‘be decided whether Governments (what- 
ever be their form, or their current 
denomination) are not definable to 
‘be civil governments, or milita 
vernments, that is, free: states or de: 
‘sia, as they shall ultimately resort, for 











“* MAY 5, 1810.—Middlesex Meeting. 





[G78 


“execution of their laws, to the civil 
“power, or to a military force.—The 
“ County Power of England, which has 
“been aptly called the martial branch 
“ of the Constitution, is yet strictly a civil 
“ power, being composed of free citizens 
“only; whereas the Standing Army is 
“wholly a military force, composed of 
«¢ « soldiers;’’ who, from the nature of the 
« military law to which they are subject, 
“ are not free citizens; and according to 
« Sir W. Jones, ‘in fact no more than in- 
« « struments in the hands of their Com- 
« « manders.’’—When (as remarked by 
« Blackstone) ‘ the laws and Constitution 
“ ¢ of this kingdom know no such state as 
« «that of a perpetual standing soldier ;” 
« and when (as observed by Sir W. Jones) 
“the Power of the County includes the 
* whole civil state, from the duke to the 
“peasant; while the military state, as 
« such, forms no part 0} that power, being 
“under a different command, and ‘ sub- 
« <ject to a different law ;’ must it not 
“ fellow, that the law cannot be carried 
“into execution by the standing army ? 
“that being an instrament it does. not 
‘know an instrument ‘ under a different 
‘*command,’ and‘ subject to a different 
“ ¢law.’—And when: Blackstone, con- 
“ curring with numberiess writers of the 
‘ highest authority, and with every intel- 
“ ligent man’s reflection, also remarks, 
“ that ‘ in a land of liberty it. is extremely 
« « dangerous to make a distinct order of 
“the profession of arms: and likewise 
“adds ‘ in absolute monarchies this is 
“ «necessary for the safety of the Prince, 
«and arises from the main principle of 
“« ¢ their Constitution, which is that of go- 
“«verning by fear,’ will it be possible, 
Sir, any longer to doubt that itis the 
“ design of Ministers to bring us under 
“an “ absolute monarchy,” especial! 

“ when we shall combine together all 
“ their aris and all their practicesto that 
“end? Do we not hear our English 
«Government, by Ministers, by Court- 
« Lawyers, and by all abettors of arbi- 
“trary power, perpetually called a Mo- 
«narchy, which is a Government wherein 
“ one man’s will is the law! Do we not 
“hear our King as constantly styled a 
« Monarch? And ever since the dreadful 
“ riots in 1780, when Sir W. Jones took 
“ occasion to complain that our County 
« Power ‘ had been shamefully neglected, 
««¢ and ought to be restored, to fall vigour 
“and energy, has not that County 
« yer from that day to this, now thirty 

2 : 
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“ years, continued in the same shamefully 
“neglected condition, unorganized, un- 
« armed, untrained ? And for what con- 
« ceivable reason can there have been this 
« shameful neglect, but that it might be 
« divested of all power and respect, and 
“then, as athing useless and contempti- 
«ble, be wholly superseded in the quel- 
“ling of riots? And have we not ac- 
“cordingly seen on all occasions the 
“ Standing Army officiously and ostenta- 
“tiously called forth on every frivolous 
* disorder in the streets, as well as uni- 
“formly paraded and held in readiness 
“ whenever the pene are to have meet- 
“ings on public affairs, so that the na- 
‘¢ tion, ‘ governed by fear,’ may quietly 
“ yield to “ absolute monarchy ?’—If, 
« Sir, we be correct in our conception of 
“the County Power, it is as old as the 
“ Constitution and Common Law, and vital 
“ to our liberties—The Standing Army is 
“anovelty of yesterday ; and when not 
“constitutionally overbalanced by the 
“County Power, ‘in full vigourand energy,’ 
“must be dangerous in the extreme to 
“public freedom.—A County Power is 
* the ‘sword in the hand of the nation, re- 
“ wey by the ordinary law of the land. 
* Itssole object self- preservation—that is, 
“the preserva, uP vand lidesty 
“A Standing Army is the swcrd in the 
* hand of the Minister; and we have re- 
“cently seen how prone Ministers are to 
“find other objects for this sword than 
*“ those which should seem to be its only 
“ legitimate ones, namely, offensive war 
“ abroad, and defence of external posses- 
* sions ; because, a species of force which 
“is a comparative novelty both in prin- 
“ciple and practice with our Govern- 
“ment, as well as utterly unknown to 
*¢the Laws and Constitution,’ never 
“could have had for its object the de- 
“ fence of our island; which, as alread 

“ shewn, was most amply provided for 
“ defence in the original institution of our 
“ Government ; since all the Count 

* Powers collectively must mount to far 
“more than a million of men able to bear 
“arms, and willing to defend their King, 
“their Country, and their Constitution, 
“The conquests of the Standing Army 
“abroad, ought only to be over our 
“enemies. Its conquests at home, if it 
“ be to obey the will of Ministers and ta 
« have its operations directed by the ana- 
“ logy of time-serving Lawyers, can only 
“be over our laws and liberties. —We 
“ would therefore, Sir, gladly’ know, why 
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“ Ministers and Parliament do not in 
“obedience to the Constitution, and in 
“the fonest performance of their ow, 
« duty, ‘ restore to full vigour and energy’ 
“ the County Power, which, in the very 
“infancy of its organization by the in. 
‘mortal Alfred, . freed England of jp. 
«vaders, who had mastered half the 
“ counties, or converted those invader 
«into peaceable and loyal subjects! 
« And we would also gladly hear the rea. 
«sons why Ministers and Parliameny, 
«“ while neglecting a duty so obvious and 
“so imperious, spare neither pains nor 
“ expence, an expence paid by the peo- 
« ple, for adding to our vast native Stand. 
«ing Army, another numerous Standing 
« Army of Germans, Sicilians, French, 
« Portuguese, and other foreign mercena- 
“ries; seeing, at the same time, that 
« France is so strong by land, we cannot 
“annoy her by offensive war; and % 
“weak by sea, she cannot even alarm 
“ our external possess'ons in any part of 
“the globe !—A County Power, although 
« the resistless arm of the law, being yet 
‘<a free part of a free community, mut 
“know, that to violate law, would be.to 
“ violate its own liberty ; and must ever 
“be alive to the feeling, that, to preserve 
tins Gomme CM serfy must be the first 
“and most saced of its duties.—Con- 
“cerning a Stinding Army, an acute 
« writer asks, « f it not possible, that these 
“ « keepers of oitsmay come to resemble 
« ¢ those of a siraglio, and hate the very 
« «name of libety, when totally deprived 
«“<¢of their ovn?? And ‘a Standing 
«* Army,’ it las been remarked, ‘ ever 
«has converted, and ever must convert 
«men into machines. The individuals 
«<of a Standag Army, when they tt 
“ € ceive arders, cast away the judgment, 
«the moral @scretion, and the will of 
«© rational beings. Obedience with them 
“¢is the law «nd the prophets ; and he 
«¢ that gives the order, they think, 1s! 
“only person answerable for 1+~ 
“Should England’s liberties survive the 
«settled establishment of a Standing 
« Army, she will be the only country © 
“ earth which, in that predicament, 2 
“ reiacaes free. basen Ba yea’ , 
« phenomenon,the co-existence 0 
ce ing Army, and Liberty, it doubtless * 
“ in her power to exhibit to the admin’ 
“eyes of mankind ; but, it cap ony 
« effected by ¢ restoring to Full vig?" 
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no longer be an object of fear and jea- 


« Jousy ; but must thenceforth be viewed 
«inthe amiable light of a body of men 
« devoting themselves to the interest and 
« glory of their country, in all her foreign 
« services.——Ignorant and weak men, im- 
« posed on by the crafty and the knavish, 
«are taught to believe, that the civil 
« power of England is inadequate to the 
«quelling of riots. But what says that 
«faithful expounder of the law, that 
«most enlightened of the sons of men,’ 
«Sir William Jones ?—<.Having shewn,’ 
“says he, ¢ the nature and extent of the 
«« Posse Comitatuum, and proved that it is 
«required by law to be equal in its 
«exertion to a well-disciplined army, I 
«+ have established the proposition, which 
“*T undertook to demonstrate, that the 
“common and statute laws of the realm, 
“in force at this day, give the civil state 
“‘in every county a power, which, if it 
“‘were perfectly understood and conti- 
“‘nually prepared, would effectually 
“‘quell any riot or insurrection, without 
“ ‘assistance from the military, and even 
“‘without the modern Riot Act.’——And 
“one who has carefully trod in the steps 
“of Jones, has also. shewn that ‘ an inter- 
“‘nal tranquillity which nothing could 
“«disturb, would be another happy effect 
“ ‘of reviving the constitutional system of 
“our ancestors. An armed power of the 
“county, every where present, constantly 
“ ‘ready at the call of the magistrate, and 
“abundantly able to'crush all resistance, 
““must have the effect of preventing tu- 
“‘mult, which a standing army can only 
“*quell,’—In 1794, * while soldiers were 


: “quartered at York, rioters razed to the 


¢ 


ground the houses of Magistrates at 
“« Sheffield; while soldiers were stationed 
“Sat Nottingham, rioters set Birmingham 
“*in flames.” This conflagration made a 
“feature in. the reign of terror, in support 
“ofthe Minister Bite; and was effected 
“by a rabble of miscreants, bellowing 
“Church and King,’ a similar rabble 
“have more. recently, in the service 
“of another Minister, vociferated .« No 
“* Popery ? and.during the Ministry of 
“Lord North, while the country was fall 
“ of soldiers, « the capital. was in flames, 
“* and at the mércy of tlie yeriest brutes 
“<that ever bore human shape.” Such’ 
“is the protection of a Standing Army 4 
“ But if it were better, who would pur- 
P chase it at the loss of liberty—at a sur-_ 
“tendet to: military despotism! If the: 
‘Standing Army be native, what must 


| 





«the men of it feel, when either, on oc. 
“ casion of petty riots, obeying orders, 
“and shooting their countrymen and 
“ companions—perhaps their fathers and 
“ brothers, or women and quiet tradesmen 
“in their shops, or.else, for disobeying 
“ such orders, be liable to suffer death by 
“ martial law ?—Against the light which 
‘the brightest luminary of the age had 
o beamed in meridian splendour on the 
“ subject of the County Power, proving 
“ it to be equally our sure, as our ‘ legal’ 
protection, whether assailed by rioters, 
« with their mud, their stones, and their 
“torches; or bya Napoleon, with his 
« dukes, his kings, and his legions, minis- 
“ ters, and parliaments, with a paarene- 
“ness and obstinacy, which have but 
“ one explanation, have morons! refused 
‘ to their country the benefit of that light, 
“ or to adopta ‘ legal mode of suppress- 
‘* ing riots.’—Thirty years long, there- 
“fore, have we felt the military rod of 
«an evil generation of statesmen, haters 
“ of light, and truth, and liberty ; lovers 
« of darkness, deceit, and despotism, who 
“ in contempt of proof and demonstration, 
« have as absurdly as incessantly labour- 
“ed to cause it to be believed, that a 
« Standing Army are legal reapers of the 
“peace, and that Foreign Mercenaries 
‘are a constitutional and an honourable 
« defence !—To your patriotism, we shall 
“have been indebted for a discussion of 
« these high questions, and all that is col- 
“lateral. To your firmness we shall owe 
“ much, very much, of the benefits to be 
«derived from the inquiries which now 
ee peeoby all minds.—We_ particularly 
« thank you, Enlightened Countryman, for 
“ continuing your resistance to RiGHT the 
“ point; that is, until your house, in law 
“ voor sacred place of repose, was forced 
« by Military Violence. Had you sooner 
« submitted, our oppressors would only 
« have been guilty, of once more repeat- 
« ing the stale and hackneyed illegality 
“ of keeping the peace by Military force. 
« But you have extorted from tyranny 2 
« manifestation of its latent wickedness.— 
« This new stretch of arbitrary power, of 
“executing legal process, against an 


- 


— 


— 


« Englishman, by military force, is to be 


« considered as the Mimster’s ,Proclama- 
« tion, that we are henceforth to consider 
« ourselves as living under a military go- 
“ vernment, subject to the law of arms, 
«and to the domipion of the sword. 
we Here, Sir,, is ample matter for. our con- 
“templation! Is this the-goal to which 
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«« we have been led by Privilege ?——Had , 
« you, Sir, reeled beastly drunk into the 
“a Mees of Commons, made a scandalous 
«« brawl, and thrown a chair at the head 
« of the Speaker, it may even be doubied. 
«‘ whether you would have incurred more 
«thana momentary displeasure, although 
‘the dignity of the assembly might have 
« required the form of a reprimand,—Or 
«“had you, asa base traitor to the Con- 
«+ stitution, ever sold its seats by dozens at 
** noon-day, some are of opinion the pro- 
« fanation, although it might have shocked 
“the piety of the Speaker, might have 
*¢ been passed over even without inquiry 
«Why then are you in the Tower ?— 
** Our hearts tell us it is because you are 
£¢ Sir Francis Burdett—because your pre- 
«* sence is painful to the seat-selling crew 
«¢ —-because to all unprincipled factions 
«« contending for power and pelf you are 
‘a common enemy: one who, equally 
** regardless of Ins or of Outs, looks nei- 
« ther to the right hand nor to the left, 
* but only straight forward to the Con- 
“# stitution and the Liberties of your coun- 
« try.—Imprisenment, Sir, is not in itself 
‘‘enviable; but it may be made so.. To 
“‘ you, it is a just cause of exultation. 
«You triumph. Your enemies only are’ 
«degraded. Intending to involve you in 
« public odium, they accused you of un- 
« constitutional conduct, of violence, and 
« of shedding innocent blood. But odium 
“recoils; the false and feeble accusa- 
‘* tion has, by an awful public voice, at 
«which they tremble, been hurled back 
«in thunder on themselves, and they are 
*‘ universally pronounced invaders of the 
« Constitution, men of violence, men of 
* blood—endeavouring to lower your re- 
*‘ putation, they have doubled the public 
“confidence in your knowledge, your 
“wisdom, your integrity.—Meaning pu- 
“nishment, they have conferred reward. 
« Designing disgrace, they haye bestowed 
on you the highest honour in their gift 
“—<their own impotent malice! But pa- 
“« nic-stricken ; to shun danger they rush 
*on destruction, they saw not that, in 
“violating your person, they were pro- 
“ moting your purpose; in forcing you 
* from ‘your seat, they are forwarding 
“ heteatet in the persecution of the 
‘mer, they were accelerating Re- 
* form !—Infatuation thus frustrated ‘all 
their’ counsels, ' foreign 
sf But what ay pleaseth our Bo- 
, overeigns that such men 
t*shall rule the law, And are they no 
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| © the prisoner in the Tower , 


And are they not attempt dat Mr tn 
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“fit servants of such masters?—Acce; 
“ Tllustrious Countryman, once more, * 
“thanks of our hearts; together wit) 
our earnest prayers to Heaven for your 
“health; that you may, ere long, review 
« your Parliamentary exertions, in co. 
“ operation with the honest, among your 
“brethren of the House, and all othe; 
« good men, towards a complete restora. 
“tion of our twofold Constitution, fo 
« the salvation of our Country.” 
This admirable Address, which will 
live and be admired as long as there shall 
remain in  Englishmen’s bosoms the 
faintest spark of the love of that liberty, 
which was the pride of their foretathers, 
was agreed to unanimously, and, in such 
agreement, the people of Middlesex spoke, 
Iam convinced, the sense of all the peo- 
ple of this kingdom, who do not, either 
directly or indirectly, depend upon the 
government for bread, or, who may not 
be fairly classed amongst the Public Kob- 
bers, There arose, at this meeting, a 
question, which, at this moment, it is of 
great importance to discuss; namely, 
whether the people in general not petitioning 
for a Reform in Parliament ought to, be cor 
sidered as a sign that the people in generat do 
not wish for~ suck Reform, . This is a ques 
tion of very great consequence ; but, be- 
fore we proceed to the discussion of 1, I 
is, Necessary to notice, what passed at the 
Meeting, and what -has since been said 
in the Morning Chronicie, relative to the 
conduct of the OUTS.—Mr. Hare 
Townsend, who proposed the Resolutions, 
did, during his speech, which was 4 very 
eloquent one, lay pretty heavily vpoa 
the Outs, of whom he said, however, 0 
more than was true, and especially ree 
specting their. base conduct towards Si 
Francie at the moment when, as they 
imagined, a cry would succeed against 
him as having been the cause ° the 
blood that was spilt by the traops, called 
out and ordered to fire upon the peop'® 
during the measures for ogy 
order of the Honourable House, +h! 
conduct upon this oceasion, their rally, 
inground His Majesty’s Government ; 
their foul, their 4 their execrable ore 
duct upon that.occasion, capped ood 
max, and lefi them not one sensible “ 
disinterested man attached to them. 
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was upon, that scandalous emt 
down Sir Francis, in his absence, °°. 
‘gome of them had the brave to call bia 
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Townsend had been commenting, when 





iw Mr. Bynxc rose to. speak, He’ said, 
With « There never was a House. of Commons 

DF your «in which there was a greater preportion 
retiew «of henest, upright men, more attached 
es «jothe real interest of the country than 
g you the present. — ( Here there were some mur- 
other « murs, with.cries of No! No a That was 

esters “hisopinion—it might differ from that 
mn, for » of many, or most of those who heard 
«lim, but still it was his opinion, apd,he 

h wil «“ thought it would be wiser to unite all the 
e shall “real friends of the Constitution, however 
5 the “they might differ in shades of opinion, 
berty, «while they agreed in the great princi- 
athers “ples; it was surely wisertokeep them 
ye “ logether than to. set them at ‘variance 
spoke, “upon trifling grounds of petty distine- 
e peo “tions, while the common enemy, the 
either “advocates of corruption, seemed to be 











“so firmly and. indissolubly united. He 
“regretted that his friend, Mr. Townsend, 
“had dealt so, indiscriminately tn the abuse 
“ of public men, for there were in that House 
: “of Commons many honest men, who were 
“prepared and. disposed to listen to the 
“instructions of their constituents.’’—— 
Now, as to this idea of uniting against the 


° 
alvocates of corruption, who are the Re- 


. 


formers to unite with? Js.it with the 


un the 
Ly hot 

Rob. 
ng, a 
1s of 
mely, 


loning 


€ Colle 
ral do 


es 
he Grenvilles and Mr. Windham? No:. it is 
it, it then, perbaps, ‘with Lord Grey and, the 
t the Marquis of Lansdowne. and the remnant 
Ais: of the Foxites; but, how is this union to 
5 the take place, when these Lords and all their 
Hare | followers are “ indissolably- united”’ with 
ae the Grenvilles and Mr. Windham? It is, 
very therefore, perfect nonsense ;to talk of any 
pot ‘uch union. Shades, indeed! It is a pret- 
“no \y deep shade, I think, that exists between 


tee the opinions of Sir Francis, and. those of 


Se he India Judge, for instance. _ Besides, 
hey Mr. Byng seems to have wholly mistaken 
re the matter; he seems to have supposed, 
the that the hostilit , the “ setting at vari- 


lled 
pie, 
an 


ance,” ashe calls it, began with the Re- 
formers, It began with their opponents, 
and amongst these they found the OUTS 


eit to be the most bitter. . Who, for instance, 
iy began the attack upon the famous occasion, 


to which Mr. Townsend referred ? Why, 
the OUTS... They were the first of the 


one : r ; i 
lie two factions to make the attempt at running 
ind Sir Francis down.. They soleaces their: 
It services. to the ministry ;'and, as if for t 








purpose of femovit 
ministers, for the vi 
committed, and 
it, they even 





e@eFPes 


| « fails of making apy. impression on, the 
most. illiterate, minds—and it be 
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sooner; and, it is notorious, that this was 
their talk through the town all the Sunday 
preerding the attack upon Sir Francis’s 
ouse. Their feet were swift to assault 
him ; and, what is the worst part of their 
conduct, they affected a personal regard 
Jor him, in order that their attack might 
the better succeed. They kissed, that 
they might the more effectually betray. 
How vain, then, to talk of uniting 
with such men,, There can be no such 
union. It is as impossible as the union 
between fire and water. Both the fac- 
tions are our. enemies; but the OUTS, 
take them altogether, are the worst ene- 
mies of the two; and, for this plain rea- 
son, because they are more treacherous. 
Upon this subject, and by way of ob- 
servation upon what passed at the Middle- 
sex Meeting, the Morning Chronicle says: 
‘The Ministerial Papers have found, sn 
“the speeches of some of the most dis- 
“tinguished speakers at the. Hackney 
« Meeting great cause of joy, because 
“ the. Whigs were violently mesrepresented 
“ and abused. If it can atlord the part- 
«sans of the Treasury any solid satisfae- 
“tion to see the genuine friends of order, 
“ economy, and reform, . vilified, because 
“they will not depart from the modera- 
© tion of their uncésiors to adopt principles 
“which are gnintelligible, they may in- 
« dulge their love of defamation freely, 
“ for they are not likely to want oppor- 
“ tunities of enjoyment. They were con 
‘‘demned for the measure of increas 
“ the property tax; or, in other words, af 
« were accused of paying the debis which 
“the iniquity. of their predecessors had 
“ brought, upon us, instead, we suppose, of 
«declaring the nation insolvent, .We 
“ wish Mr. Hare Townshend bad spoken 
‘out more clearly, and had fairly said 
« what proceeding his party would have 
“recommended under the engagements 
« which the calamities of the system that 
“ they found established had brought upon 
«the nation. Would his party have 
‘« advised them to stop payment? for cer- 
« tainly: by no other means could they 
« hiave ayoided laying burthens on the 
« people to the full amount of the increase 
« they made.—There is something so un- 








« candid, so. unjust, and so. unlike men q 
« business in this mode of attack,. tte 
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«which goes to the demolition of all govern- 
«<< ment, and to the total overthrow of all the 
« frame of society.”’—Sayest thou sor Why 
just the same thing is said by Mr. Perce- 
val and Mr. Yorke, and why then, should 
the people wish for any change that would 
put out Messrs. Perceval and Yorke, and 
put Lord Grenville and Lord Grey in their 
stead ? Why should the people wish for 
any such change? What is it to them 
who pocket the salaries at the public offi- 
ces; whose crews of relations and re- 
tainers are to be fed at the public ex- 
pence? For my part, if ! must choose 
between the two, | would rather feed the 
relations and dependents of Mr. Yorke and 
Mr. Perceval, than the strange mixed 
sort of kindred of the OUTS, including 
their numerous swarm of feelosofers from 
Fdinbro’. Sayst thou so, indeed! To 
disapprove of nearly doubling the income 
tax is, then, to aim at “ the demolition of 
* all government, and at the total overthrow 
** of ail the frame of society”’ This tax 
makes the man who has only @ life in- 
terest in an estate worth «a hundred 
@ year pay ten pounds a year; and it 
makes the man who has a perpetual interest 
in an estate of the same worth, pay no more 
than ten pounds a year; this tax, which in 
its principle, 9 directly hostilé to all the 
feelings of Englishmen ; this fiscal inqui- 
sition; this most vexatious and cruel tax ; 
this tax, which, at the time when it was 
first imposed, was declared by Mr. Fox 
to justify open resistance, or at least, to 
render resistance a mere question of prudence; 
to complain of the OUTS for having, at 
one step, almost doubled this tax; to 
do this is, it seems, in the opinion of those 
OUTS, considered as aiming at“ the de- 
* moiition of all government, and the total 
* overthrow of all the frame of society.” Very 
well, then. This is quite enough. In- 
deed, it is more than we wanted. We did 
not want this or any thing else, to con- 
vince us, that we had no good to expect 
from a change of ministry.——No: We 
would not, or, at least we need not, have 
ai‘vised them to “ stop payment ;”” nor shall 
this’ attempt to mislead the public pass 
unex posed.—.— It is curious enough, that 
it has now been discovered, that many 
millions a year may and must be saved ; and 
that great retreochments in the expendi- 
ture must be made. Why was not this 
thought of by the OUTS, when they had 
the power in their hands? No: not 
ERR eed \a of debis, justly due, but 
WRAPS Ment of sums not justly due ; stop 
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wasteful expenditure ; stop Creating of 
sinecures and paying of foreign troops 
But, as we all remember, the very firs 
parliamentary act of the OUIS was to 
bring forward a bill to enable Lord Grep. 
ville to hold a great sinecure together with 
his office as First Lord of the Treasury. 
and their second act was, a bill to enable 
them to add to the number of foreign troops 
then in the kingdom. No: we did no, 
want them to “ stop payment” of just d:lis; 
but we wanted them not to pay away ou 
money in this way. Well, but the 
OUTS, we are here told, augmented the 
ittcome tax, and were cotnpelled so to do, 
in order to. be able “* to pay the debi, 
“which the iniquity of their predecessors 
« had brought upon the nation.” Whit! 
Surely, Mr. Perry, you must have for. 
gotten what you were writing about. You 
must have forgotten of whom the OUT 
ministry consisted ; or, which] will not 
believe, you must have been in_ hopes, 
that forgetfulness, as to this point, had 
seized upon all your readers. “ The 
“ iniquity of their predecessors?” Why, 
had not Lord Grenville and Mr. Wind 
ham and Lord Spencer and Lord Fiy- 
william and some others been colleagues 
of the cabinet with the “ Great man now 
“no more,’ during all the murderous 
deeds committed wpon the resources and 
the spirit and the sense of the nation Irom 
179% to 1800; and had not Lord Si- 
mouth and Lord Hobart and others been 
in full power from 1801 to 1804? Nay, 
as if no pretence of this sort was to be 
suffered to remain for an instant ; as if tt 
had been resolved to take measures belore- 
hand for depriving the whole of the OUTS 
of every means of defence, on this head, 
the whole of them, without a single «- 
ception, voted away forty thousand pounds y 
the nation’s money to pay the debts o “ tla 
“ great mun now no more,” and that, 10% 
expressly upon the ground of his public sv 
vices ! who, then, are those predecess0's 5 
what, Mr. Perry, are the names of ore 
predecessors, whose “ iniquity” had wie ‘ 
the debt upon us? It is very shame 
to attempt thus to edge out of the blame 
I know very well what was the real caus 
i that disgraceful vote. “a rag 
at vote, like many other things, ¥% 
effect of Ue Realise ith the Crean 
and the Addingtons, particularly ae 
former ; but, that is nothing to the pu ie 
The Whigsreceived the price of their cot 
promise; and, the nation is not now \ 
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told, that the deeds, arising out of that oo 
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_ were none of theirs——If Mr. 
Perry should chance to revive this subject, 
[beg him to have the goodness to tell 
who it is that he means, when he is speak- 
ing of the imzquttous predecessors of the late 
ministry; for, if he mean to say that it 
‘s the present set, then I beg to observe, 
that that set was in power’ only about 
qwenty months previous to the coming in of 
the OUTS in 1806 ; and, when they, were 
inpower, the ‘great statesman now no 
“more?” was at their head; and, then, 
comes the fact, that the OUTS did, by a 
solemn act, unanimously approve of his 
conduct, and made us pay his debts on 
account of his public services.-—Mr. 
Perry calls the OUTS (for he makes no 
discrimination) “the genuine friends of 
« order, economy, and reform; and says 
they are vilified by the Reformers, “ be- 
“cause they will not depart from the 
“ moderation of their ancestors to adopt prin- 
“ciples which are unintelligible.”” ——This 
isvery good as. mere assertion. It is as 
good as any other unsupported assertion, 
at any rate; and will, I dare say, bave 
fullas much weight. The use of the word 
moderation will do little good, unless it be 
first shown, that the Reformers are immo- 
derate in their wishes and demands, 
which, I am satisfied, cannot be shown. 
These “ genuine” friends of order have 
proved the goodness of their pretensions, 
perhaps, by blaming the ministers, not for 
sending a military force, an army to take 
a man from his house, but for not sending 
thatarmy sooner ; their “ genuine”’ friend- 
ship for weonomy has been shown in a thou- 
sand instances, one of which was the grant 
of pensions to Mrs. Fox and her daugh- 
ters, in which act decency seems to have 
rivalled aeconomy ; and, as to their “ ge- 
“nuine’”’ love ef reform, that has been so 
very clearly evinced in the stand, the im- 
mortal stand, which they made against 
“ popular encroachment,’ in the case of 
Mr. Madocks’s motion, that the man who 
can doubt of their desire to see a reform 
must be sceptical indeed... Upon that oc- 
casion it was offered to be proved at the 
bar of the House, that Mr. Perceval and 
Lord Castlereagh and Henry Weilesley 
had been concerned in trafficking for a 
seat, and jn putting oul a member because 
he would not vote as they wished him, in 
the case of the Duke of York. A motion 
was made for an inquiry into the matter ; 
and against that motion the OUTS voted 
foaman. They “ rallied round the go- 
“ vernment,” and heartily joined the mi- ) 
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nisters in “ making a stand against popular 
“ encroachments.”” Yes, to call for an in- 
quiry relative to the selling of a seat and 
afterwards putting out the person who 
had bought it, because he would not vote 
as he was commanded : this did they call 
* popular encroachment!’ Who, then, can 
be beast enough to doubt that they are 
“ the genuine friends of Reform ?” No, 
Mr. Perry, you do not go the way to suc- 
ceed in your laudable wishes. You wish, 
I know it well, that the OUTS were what 
you describe them to be ; you have, I sin- 
cerely believe, no views other than that of 
seeing a change of system, calculated to 
produce permanent national happiness; 
but, I must think, that “bg grossly deceive 
yourself in supposing that such a change, 
or any thing like it, would be produced by 
a mere change of ministry. And, it does ap- 
pear to me, that yoo, by attempting to 
justify the OUTS; by attempting to set 
them up as preferable to the Reformers, 
are at open war with your own wishes; 
because you thereby give them a sort of 
encouragement to proceed in their pre- 
sent course, and you may be assured, 
that, while they.so proceed, they will 
never again be in power ; they will never 
again possess either power or popularity. 
In your paper of the $0th of April, 
you have some observations, belonging to 
this same subject, which must not pass 
unnoticed.—— We are told that it is the 
“ design of Ministers to appoint the Right 
“ Honourable Cnartes Yorke to a Cabi- 
“net situation of high and important 
« duties, that of First Lord of the Admi- 
“ralty; and that his commission is dated 
“ before his return to parliament for the 
“ borough of St. Germain’s; so that the 
« spirit of the Law of Election on an ap- 
“ pointment to office is te be evaded. 
“ This contempt of public opinion is so per- 
« fectly in unison with the whole system, 
«that it cannot fail to make a due im- 
* pression on every thinking mind, It is 
“an unblushing avowal of the doctrine 
« which it is the object of a Junto to in- 
« culcate, that the only sure path to office 
« is that of servile submission. This ele- 
« vation to power of the author of the vio- 
« lent ecding which haus eonvulsed the 
« kingdom, will be matter of triumph to 
“the party who so obviously prefer the 
e pease Ministers to their opponents; 
“ because they consider thm us men calcu- 
«“ lated to bring the empire to confusion. No 
“ single step could have been thou ht of 
“ more likely to increase the national dite 
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«« gast than this appointment ; the solenan 
«* assurance of a person in the confidence 


«of Ministers could alone have made us. 


« give credit to the rumour.”’—~-5o, then, 
the Reformers are here asserted to pre- 
fer the present ministers to their oppo- 
nents, and why? ‘“ Because they (the 
« Reformers) consider the present minis- 
“ters as mén calculated to bring the empire 
‘© to confusion.’——This is very cliarita- 
ble, Mr. Perry. Very charitable and 
very modest in you to say, without any 
hesitation, that the wish of Sir Francis 
and all those who espouse the cause. of 
Reform ; that al! this “ party,” as you are 
pleased to call them, wish to see the 
“empire” brought to confusion. This is 
very modest. Why not call us all Jaco-, 
bins and Levellers, at once? Why not 
talk of a Jacobinical Conspiracy ? You 
blame Mr. Yorke, indeed! And, for 
what ? 
than you are now saying? He calls all 
those who wish for Reform, Jucobins and 
Levellers ; and you say they want to sce 
the “ Empire” brought to confusion, Would 
it be too much to say any thing, however 
harsh, to you, in answer to this ?-—But, 
now let us see what it is you are doing: 
not what you lave heretofore done ; but 
what you are actually doing at this time ; 
and first, in order to have more matter 
before us, let us hear your lamentation 
upon the gazetting of Mr. Yorke. “ Our 
«readers will see, by the extract from the 
“Gazette, that the appointment we an- 
“nounced has actually taken place ;— 
“and, strange as it may seem, the creat 
“and important office of First Lord of the 
«« Admiralty is entrusted to the new Teller 
“of the Exchequer, Mr. Yorke. It is 
“obvious that this appointment can add 

nothing to the strength of Ministers ; 
for with the most violent, indiscreet, and 
irritable temper, Mr. Yorke possesses 
no talenis either for Council or Debate, to 
“* entitle him to any oficial placewhatever. It 
“is painful to think of the forlorn and 
“ desperate state of the country, when a 
“minister can with impunity insult the peo- 
“ ple by such a choice. This honourable 
* gentleman shut the Gallery of the House 
“of Commons against the people. He 
“did his utmost to prevent the country 
« from having a daily account of the pro- 
“‘ ceedings of their Representatives. He 
“ complained of Mr. Gale Jones, and got 
** him sent to Newgate without a legal trial ; 
“ and when on receiving his reward for all 
* this by a sinecure, which ought to be | 
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What has Mr. Yorke said more. 
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« abolished, his own Constituents displaye4 
the, indignant feeling which filled the hear 
« of all mankind—he is chosen by ativere. 
*‘ ment. as a person further to be distin 
« guished by the favour of the crow) 
Well, then, let us see what you th 
asserted in these two articles, —_‘7 
the spirit of the Law of Election has |e, 
| evaded by Mr. Yorke’s appointment tae: 
that this appointment is in contempt { 
public opinion, but is in perfect unico 
with the whole of the prevailing sys, 
that the only sure path to office yoy 
is servile submission ; ——that the presen 
ministers are men calculated to bring {)- 
empire into confusion ; that the man 
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now appointed to have the supreme con. ~ 
troul over the navy of this kingdom, and res 
the planning of all its operations, has no for; 
talents to qualify him for any oflice what- \ ‘ 
ever; that the minister’s making such Th 
an appointment with impunity is a_ proof (to 
of the desperate state of the country ;— Sie 
that the appointment of Mr. Yorke isa at: 
reward for his having shut the gallery, _ 
and having assailed the press in the per- “ 
son of Mr. Gale Jones ;——and that for of 
conduct, which filled all mankind with l 
indignation, he is chosen by the govern- th 
ment as a person further to be distinguish th 
| ed by the favour of the Crown.—This of 
is what you say. Now, if all this be true, ‘ 
and if the Honourable House do still i 
choose to put its confidence in this same b 
ministry, and vote our millions upon r 
millious of taxes into their hands, you " 
should observe, that the fault is not in the P 
ministry, but in the Honourable House; : 
the fault must be in that, be it what " . 
may, that supports the ministry, that 
keeps the ministry in power. Is it not, 
then, very inconsistent (to speak in the 
mildest terms) in you to speak thus of the ) 
acts of the ministry, and, in the very same . 


breath, to speak in terms so harsh of those : 
who wish to sce the Honourable House 
reformed, and who are labouring to that 

end? You did not answer, nor did you at 

tempt to answér, my last article upon this 
subject. It was because you coutd Be 
You and. your party censure the conve’ 
of the ministers ; You assert their Segacte 
ance in office to be fraught with ruin, with 
utter destruction, to the country; }° 
insist that the putting of them out 1s abso- 
lutely necessary to the mitt of the goo" 
try: but, the Fomotiveble ouse ol : 
they shall not be put out. Either; there bait 
what you assert of the ministers and the 








measures is not true, or the fault is“ uh 
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| Scwart, your party gave a sinecure) should 
wisi for a change that would put pence 
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Jonourable House; and, yet you condemn 
ys; Youimpute to us the worst of motives, 
because We say that a change in the minis- 
uy would be of no service withoués a change 
ja the Louse. ‘This, you see, is the point, 
ty which Talways bring you at last. You, 
ever and anon, bolt out and scamper 
avout; but, I always get you back again 
into this corner, and when I have you 
hire you are safe. This is the pout: 
either what you and your party say of the 
measures of the ministers and of the ten- 
dency of those measures 7s untrue, or the 
Houwurable House stands in need of a reform. 
—~! wonder, and I have often wonder- 
el, how your par y can possibly suppose, 
that, while the court is what it now is, 
they should get into power, without a re- 
form of the House. Why should any man 
but themselves wish for such a change ? 
That they and their Edinbro’ feelosofers 
(to the grand teacher of whom, Mr. 





inthe r pockets 1s very naturai; but, what 
Wi ut the world should induce the people 
of (hi Kingdom to wish for such a change ? 
[is quite beyond my comprehension, 
tus any benefit would be derived trom 
the t king of the official emvluments out 
of ie uands of the present possessors, and 
gving ‘hem to the thluminati of Edinbro’, 
1 kuow of few things more galling than to 
be covily toid by those feeiosofizing gentry, 
thai ‘after ail, tbe people of this coun- 
“try enjoy a prodigious mass of comforts. 
“mental as well as material.” We want 
our plain, well-known, legal rights; we 
Want 10 possess, without disturban:e, our 
property and our liberty ; an! neither un- 
dersiaud, nor want to understand, any of 
their metaphysical jargon. We sce them 
greedy as vultures to get at a share of our 
taxes; and, my real opinion is, that, if 
the last ministry had remained five years 
in place, we should have seen hundreds of 
these feelosofers feeding upon us.——In 
Short, it is the system that is in fault. It is 
that which exposes us to this as well as to 
ali the other sorts of depredation ; and, it 
is because they do not cordially wish for 
a change of this system, that the people 
dislike, and will continue to dislike the 
OUTS as much as they do the INS.—— 
Now, as to the question, whether the people 
tn general not petitioning for a reform ought 
to be considered as 4 proof that the people im 
general do not wish for such reform, 1 have 
not room here to enter into it; but, I 
cannot help observing, that, when a tax is 
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to be imposed, a treaty of subsidy made, 
or a war to be entered on, there is no one 
who talks of the necessity of wading to hear 
what the people have to say. The people, 
except in the metropolis, have not the 
means of getting together without some in- 
convenience; but, besides this, there is the 
dreadful chain of influence... The borough- 
mongers are pretty equaily distributed all 
over the country, and every creature in 
authority is chosen by the system, and de- 
pends upon the system, which it is pro- 
posed to change.—More upon this subject 
in my next; but, :t must be clear to every 
man of common discernment, that the 
mere act of petitioning is, as to, this ques- 
tion, nothing at all-—Mr, Perry says, 
in another part of his paper, that nothing 
but Leform can save us from Bankruptcy 
and Kevolution ; but, he does not say Par- 
liamentary Keform; and, as to Lord Sel- 
kirk’s reform, or any other such matter, 
it will, whenever it is brought forward, be 
a fine subject for laughter.-—-I never 
can touch upon the question of reform 
Without exhorting its friends to patience. 
Persevere by all means; but be not in 
huste. No hurry. ‘The thing must come ; 
and nothing but haste can retard its arri- 
val. We should never sufler ourselves 
to be led away into anger by such things 
as the appointment of Mr. Yorke. All 
such things are good. They work for 
the ultimate happiness of the kingdom. 
In the mean while, those valuable mem- 
bers of society, the paper-money makers, 
are at work in every hole and corner of 
the country ; and, as companions to their 
productions, the minister sends forth, in 
ever-increasing quantities, his taxing pa- 
pers and his taxing laws. Those who 











for the purpose of reviving the alarms, 
so successful in the times o! the “ great 
“ statesman now no more,’ do not ap- 
pear to bave duly considered the wide 
difference in. the circumstances. There 
is no longer a bloody revolution going on 
in France. There Napoleon has become 
a regular sovereign with a very regular 
government, and has, moreover, taken a 
wife to himself of the regular government 
kind. In short, there is no cheating of 
any body into a belief, that there is now 
any danger from Democratical principles. 
The day for such cozening is passed. 
The paper-money and the taxes are what 
concern us. They will not be staid in 
their progress ; and every day will pro- 
duce fresh conviction, that, either they 





apprehend some trick to be played off 
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will produce the most calamitous effects, 
or a Parliamentary Reform must come 
and set bounds tothem. A change of 
the system does not, in my view of things, 
depend upon any body. It must, in my 
opinion, come, whether it be wished for 
or not; the only ditference being, that, 
adopted as an act of prevention, it will be 
much better than if adopted in the way 
of cure. | 
W™. COBBETT. 
Botley, 3rd May, 1810. 


Capt. Foskett’s Petition must be again 
ostponed.—The murder of the men by 
the Life-Guards would require more room 
to notice than I have now left. Res- 
pecting Robert Jeffery there are, lam told, 
some further proofs that will soon come to 
hand ; but, in the meanwhile, [ have 
every room to believe, that the new-coined 
story about his being at Boston is totally 
false. In my next I hope to be able 
to lay before my readers a Narrative of 
Mr. O’Connor, who has been so in- 
famously calumniated in the hireling 
pose The public, when they read that 
‘arrative, will, 1 am certain, join me in 
execrating those who have so basely ca- 
jumniated that gentleman. This is a case, 
which I hope every Englishman will make 
his own. For the motives of the ca- 
lumny on Mr. O'Connor my motto will 
speak. The words of that motto should 
be constantly before the public. It is the 
last resort of political villainy, of public 
robbery, to calumniate their accusers; 
to endeavour to destroy the reputation of 
those, who have the courage toassail them. 





THE WHIGS GRUMBLING. 


Sir ;—If the following quotation from 
the Morning Chronicle of the 28th in- 
stant, with the few remarks which I have 
to offer upon it, be not worthy of their 
room in the Political Register, they may 
suggest to you remarks which otherwise 
might eseape your attention. Mr. Perry 
complains: that “the Whigs were con- 
“ demned™ at the last Hackney Meeting, 
«for the measure of increasing the pro- 
“ perty tax, or, in other words, they were 
“accused of paying the debts which the 
“iniquity of their predecessors had 
“brought upon: us, instead, we suppose, 
“ of declaring the nation insolvent. We 
“wish Mr. Hare Townsend had spoken 
“out more clearly, and had fairly said 
“ what proceedings his party would have: 
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“ recommended under the 

“ which the calamities of aoe. Ps 
“they found established had bro, " 
“upon the nation. Would his party es 
“ advised them to stop payment? Fo, a 
“ tainly by no other means could they have 
“ avoided laying burdens on the People to 
“the full amount ‘of the increase ther 
“have made. There is something so yp. 
“ candid, so unjust, and so unlike men of 
“‘ business in this mode of attack, that jt 
“fails of making any impression on the 
“most illiterate minds—and if it were 
“ really to be considered as the sentiments 
“of the party would utterly disqualify 
“them for all trust. It is a principle 
“ which goes to the demolition of al! go. 
“vernment and the total overthrow of 
“all the frame of society.”’ So without 
doubling the property tax, the Whigs 
could not pay the debt which the iniquity 
of their predecessors had brought upon 
us, or, in other words, they must have de- 
clared the nation insolvent if they did not 
double the property tax. With respect 
to a declaration of insolvency there is not 
a case, perhaps, in which that does not 
become of two evils the Jeast when a con 
fession of it has already taken place; a 
it has done in the present case ever since 
the Bank confessed its inability to pay in 
cash. And therefore it devolves upon the 
Whigs to shew the exception to the ge 
neral-rule, as it applies to the sage conl- 
cerned in the national debt. The Whigs, 
as the first parents of the national debt, 
have lately appeared very anxious to have 
it understood that they jare determined, in 
place as well as out of it, to keep the faith 
of the nation inviolated with its creditors; 
but how? Just as it has been kept by 
their predecessors. How has that been! 
When the national debt was instituted 
pound sterling of its interest would put 
chase 80 quartern loaves to the national cre- 
ditors, and now it willonly yield lo. And 
will yield less and less while paper conte 
nues to be the medium in which the inter 
est of the débt is paid. This is the way 
in which the Whigs will keep faith with 
the nation, and is not the nation obliged 
them for it? But could they not, without 
declaring the nation insolvent, stop 


uer Hanover orc on eternal war! 
Could they not sbuteg rr von Sag 

the numerous places _ pensions 
they have conferred upon their friends, and 
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perry had spoken out more clearly. 
In his obscurity, there 1s something 80 
yncandid, so unjust, and so unlike a man 
of business, that it fails of making any 
‘impression on the most illiterate minds, 
and if it were really, to be considered 
as the sentiments of the Whigs would 
utterly disqualify them for all trust. 
ltis the principle which goes to the de- 
molition of all government, and the total 
overthrow of all the frame of society.” 

A Burperrer. 


















——— 


LORD ERSKINE’S LETTER. 


ie following is the Letter addressed by 
Lord Ersxins to R, B. Surnipan, Esq. 
atthe time of the discussion in the 
House of Commons on the subject of | 
the Resolution of the Bench of Lin- 
coln’s-Inn against the Press. 


Dear SHERIDAN ;——From something that 
as been stated to have fallen from my 





iend, Anstruther, upon your motion on 
riday, the public (and naturally enough) | 
eup in arms against me—I am sure he 
id not intend to hurt or injure me, as we 
ave always lived on terms of intimacy 
! fiendshi I could have prevented 
bat nisappretewsltit had I foreseen it, by 
uthorising you fo state in the House of 
ommons what had passed between us upon 
he subject of the Resolution; but, I asked 
our confidence, to avoid even the appear- 
ice of acting jnvidiously towards tends 
b the profession, with whom I have spent 
¢greatest part of my life, and to whom I 
1 sincerely -attached; but, as things 
ive turned out, I cannot do justice either 
them or to myself, more effectually, than 
y stating the facts regarding this proceed- 
Ng exactly as they stand.—I went to 
‘ncoln’s Inn on the $d of February, two 
tars ago, not with the view of consider- 
ng any public business, but to dine at the 
yench with my old friends and compa- 
ions at the Bar. It happened on that 
ay when the Benchers were drinking 
lew wine after dinner, in their own apart- 
hent, that a report of several Propositions 
s brought up to them from Gentlemen 
1 the Bar, assembled in the Hall, one of 











































em, (as appears by the Minutes of the 
ciety), being the glution in question 
What passed in conversation on the sub- 





ct I do not remember, my attention 
ad never been called to it, and coming as 
‘did froma the Bar, it is extremely likely, 
c¢ ne decision was-to be come to upon | 
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the subject, that I might not have opposed 
any view that the other Benchers were 
disposed in such conversation to consider 
it, and the rather, because I had and have 
the highest opinion of and the greatest 
confidence in the learning and integrity 
of those who were present, more accus- 
tomed than myself, since I-lefi the Bar, to 
attend to the concerns and daties of the 
Society. An answer was sent to the Bar, 
that the Bench would take into its consi- 
deration the suggestions of their report, 
which contained several different subjects, 
for its futere deliberation.—According to 
the usual forms of the society my name 
appears, as of course, to that answer, and 
stands first, from the courtesy of the 
Bench to rank or seniority ; but it is most 
evident that no sanction was given to the 
Proposition by this proceeding. We were 
sitting over our wine and sending an answer 
of respect tothe Bar. From that time for- 
werd I never heard more upon the sub- 
ject, having removed to a distant part of 
the town, until I heard not long ago that 
the Resolution in Question had been adopt- 
ed and confirmed in the May following the 
February, when I had dined in the Hall. 
I heard at the same time that it was con- 
sidered by many. 0 he objectionable, — 


-What part I should have taken, had [ at. 


tended with the Benchers who mer! aes it, 
it is impossible for me to say ; whether the 
objections which now most forcibly pre- 
sent themselves tomy mind upon the sub- 
ject of the Resolution, would then have 
occurred to me, since they do not ap- 
pear to have occurred to others. or how 
far, if they had occurred, they might 
have yielded in decision, from confidence 
in the judgment of my friends present, I 
will not even venture to conjecture, be- 
cause it would be invidious towards 
men whom I highly respect for their ta- 
lents and bonour, and would besides be 
arrogating to myself, without any certain 
foundation, that I should have been wiser 
upon this subject than those whom I have 
always considered, and still consider to. be 
my equals.—Be this however as it may, I 
can never be taken in my absence to Have 
been concurring in a decision of such im- 
portance, when I had no opportunity of 
exercising a deliberate judgnent upon a 
matter that was to affect tae interest of 
others. But this I can firmly say for my- 
self, that if I had been present when t 

ay pth in question was adopted, and 
had concurred with those who adopted it, 
I should not the less on that account (with 
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the opinions I entertain at present) have 
hesitated to propose that it should be re- 
scinded. I have always considered the 
retractation of errorsin public men, acting 
sincerely, but without due consideration, to 
be not only no humiliation, but the highest 
and most grateful illustration of talents 
and virtue; yet in nothing is the world 
more perpetually suffering, than (rom the 
general blindness of mankind to this ob- 
vious truth. We see not merely indivi- 
duals exposed to the greatest calamities, 
but even nations undone and ruined, to 
cover a mistake in the most difficult and 
complicated policy of a State. 

I may appeal safely to you, my dear 
Sheridan, for the sincerity of this remark, 
because you know that though [ was not 
a party to the Resolu'ion, I communi- 
cated to you in confidence my determina- 
tion to move for its repeal, and expressed 
an opinion, that the Benchers would recon- 
sider and rescind it on the principle ad- 
verted to. Itis one of the greatest bless- 
ings attendant upon our own free. govern- 
ment that we are instructed in our duties, 
and corrected in our errors by public opi- 
nion, and they who refuse to be so .in- 
structed and corrected, are unworthy of 
the most insignificant trusts.—The Inns of 
Court, without «ny incor-oration or clear- 
ly detined jurisdiction, have preserved for 
a long seasvn the character of the English 
Bar, aud I have no doubt that they will 
continue .o preserve their immemorial re- 
putation.—You will not wonder that I am 
very anxious upon this subject ; you know 
my subscription to the Freedom of the 
Press, and in very critical times to other 
branches of pubtic ljiberty.—You have 
often done me more than justice by elo- 
quence, which though not requiring the 
warmth proceeding frum partial regard 
and opinion, 3as always been so remark- 
able when | have been the subject.—I 
mean to call upon my frend Anstruther 
to-morrow morning, who, I ain quite sure, 
will be ready to do me justice. Your’s, 
most faithfull,, ERSKINE. 

Saturday nght. 
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MarriaGE o1 THE Emperor Naporron 
WITH THE ArcHDuUcHEss Maria Louisa. 
—( Continued from p. 672. ) 

seeeeeteecescseccarsecseeeesse LOO Grand Mas- 

ter of the Ceremonies will make a bow to 
their Majesties, and inform them that the 
ceremony is completed.—Thgir Muojesties 


(709 
will then return to the apartment of 1) 
4 


Kinpress in the following order :—T ill 
Vergers, Hera'ds at Arms, and P, nig F- ect 
place themselves in rank in the ther ce 
Mars to form the advante of the seecll s pl 
sion. The Officer’ and Grand Of. ris 
preceding their Majesties will sdvess sess 
from right and left to'take their places in ay 
the procession. The Grand Dignitare ty 
and the Princes and Princesses of the 3 
Blood will next advance.—Then the En. r 


peror and Empress, followed by the Co. ‘ 
lonel-General. of the Guard, the Gran } 
> : » | 
Marshal of the Palace, and the Gragj . 
Almoner, the Knight of Honour, the Fin : 
Equerry, the two Maids of Honour, ang gy 
the Robing Woman.—The Princesses yj} ) 
follow, and the procession will close with : 
the Ladies of the Palace, the Maids of en 
Honour to the Princesses, and the of. 4 
cers in the service of the Princes and Prip. 
cesses.—The procession will reconduct 
their Majesties to the apartment of the s 
Empress, and then retire. Upon this oc 
casion the Empress will be in full court 
dress, and wear a crown set with dia 
monds.—At two o’clock the cerethony of 
the civil marriage will be announced by 
discharges of artillery fired at St. Cloud, 
and repeated in Paris at the Hospital of 
the Invalids.—After dinner their Maes 
ties will repair to the family drawing- 
room. The retinue to accompany themto 
the theatre will assemble in the adjoining 
chambers. Their Majesties, in going 
the theatre, will pass through the grand 
apartments of the Orangery, and arrive a 
the Imperial Box. The Orangery wi! 
be illuminated.—The persons invited t 
tre ceremony will also be invited to the 
theatre. At the conclusion of the per 
formance, the Emperor will reconduct tie 
Empress to her apartment. When the 
Emperor retires, the Empress will accom 
pany him to her outer saloon. There 
will be a general illumination 2 ot 
Cloud, and the water-works will play. 
April 3 and 4.—The Civil Marriage 
their Imperial and Royal Majesties we 
celebrated on Sunday, at the palace ° 
St. C oud, at two o’clock, conformably 0 
the programme. In the evening eve 
part of the park was filled with, an im 
mense concourse of spec!ators, that floc 
from Poris and the neighheurmg com 
munes, to enjoy the magnificent afl ti 
urely new s,ectacle presemed by phe 
lurninitng of that ‘eautilul garden. — 
illusion was singularly augmented by 





playing of the water, Which rising 
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t of ; — ire 
ve Serr igs th donhieg Sew eters Ye France.— Legislative Body— Sitting of 
ges, wil ection. ‘ vast aD © a 4 wet the 2st of April, 1810. , 

hie ce is, that at St. Cloud the weather 
paloon of . pretty fair, at the same time that in At four o’clock, M. Count Regnault de 
Offa ris the streets were inundated with an | Saint Jean D'Angely mounted the ‘Tri- 
advance essant torrent of rain, Fears were al- bune to communicate a Decree of His 
Nace in dy entertained with regard to the ‘fes- Majesty, importing that the business for 

wy of the ensuing day.; and we had | which the Legislative Body had been 


enitar} ; 
4 of th von to lament the loss of so many pre- 
the , e rations made in the capital to celebrate 

2 most august of ceremonies, and the 


the ¢ . : 
2 s memorable of events. ‘The star of 






e es: » Emperor once more prevailed over 
the Fig equinoctial gales. At the moment 
ur, and en the cannon announced the depar- 
$s€5 Will of his majesty, the sun dispersed the 
Ose with ds; and nothing was wanting to the 
aids of lendour of the most delightful fete that 
the off. have ever beheld. 
nd Prin. Onthe arrival of the Emperor and Em- 
Conduct ess at the avenue of Neuilly, the drums 
of the van to beat, the bands of music struck 
this oe. , the cannon fired, Ke. Their Majes- 
I court sstopped about ten minutes under the 


th dia jumphal arch at L’ Etoile, where they 
ere complimented: by the magistrates of 


ony of + 

ced by “yeh 

Cloud lhe Emperor and Empress reached the 
’ ? P ’ . 

vital off bu lleries at two o’clock amidst the same 

| ni 
os Clamations 

Majes« 

wine. The ceremony of the chapel having 
g : ; : 

hast te sled ne uly three quarters of an hour, 

ining s succeeded by a repetition of the same 
be] € . 4 . 

ing 10 limations and the same tokens of respect 

onl ld attachment. Their Majesties re- 

5 Irnn x “1 on . . 

rive at th | to the Thnuilleries before four 

y wil vl0Ce 









It took much Tess time than might be 
onceived to clear the gallery, by two 
larcases only, of that multitude of spec- 
aicrs. ‘The order established below, and 
he judicious regulations observed on the 
tival of the carriages, facilitated their 


ted 0 
to the 
e pers 
ct the 
n the 
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There parture. This part of the fete was no- 
at St se uferior to the rest in beauty and at- 
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‘ho saw them, to form an adequate con- 
“puon of the richness and elegance of 
ie iuminations. . Never was so magnifi- 
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very tnt a spectacle exhibited to PP pines 
n im he palace and garden of the Thuille- 


is, the triumphal arch erected at Pont 
Curnant, Place de la Concorde, the pa- 
lace of the Legislative Body, Le Garde 
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convened, being terminated, the closing 
of the Session of 1810 should take place 
this day, the 21st of April. 

Count Regnault then pronounced the 
following Speech: 

« Gentlemen —The labours of your dou- 
ble Session, the events which have pre- 
ceded and accompanied it, will leave 
to the nation great recollections and high 
hopes. The civil and financial legisla- 
tion has, during ten years, advanced by 
an uninterrupted progress towards per- 
fecting the principles and completing the 
system of the former, and alleviating the 
weight of the contributions imposed by 
the latter.—The internal organization is 
ameliorated : industry has followed in the 
course of former success. ‘The plans for 
all the great pubiic labours, and the 
means for their execution, have been de- 
creed—-great political views have ex- 
tended, with wisdom and moderation, and 


always with advantage, the limits of 


the Empire.—The continental peace, 
which before rested only on treaties, 
and the perpetuity of the dynasty, 
which had for its foundation only the 
genius of a hero and the power ofa great 
nation, have now for their basis a prospe- 
rous, holy, august, and eternal alliance.— 
Such, Gentlemen, is the picture which 
you have to exhibit to the inhabitants of 
your provinces, and of which I have only 
torecal to your memory the principal 
features ; your hearts guarantee its fidelity. 
[The Counsellor of State then proceeded 
to enumerate the laws passed during the 
Session, and took a view of the interior 
administration of the empire. Passing 
next to the state of the Foreign Relations 
of France, he expressed himself thus :—] 
You have witnessed, Gentlemen, the Se- 
natus Consultum which unites tothe French 
Empire the city of Rome, the ancient pa- 
trimony of the Cesarsand of Charlemagne. 
This Act of the Constitutions ofthe Empire, 
indicated by history, counselled by policy, 
and decreed by genius, joins parts of the 
Western Empire which have long been 
separated, and establishes an alliance 
between the Tiber and the Seine, between 
Paris and Rome. Finally, this Act, re- 
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specting the authority, always sacred, of' 


the Church, and preparing the true glory 
of religion, secures the independence of 
Thrones and the respect of Sovereigns.— 
A new department will be formed, under 
the name of the Departement des Bouches 
du-Rhin, and the remainder of the ceded 
territory will be united to the Department 
of the Deux Nethes, which will thus be 
rendered one of the most considerable, 
most important and most wealthy of the 
Empire. Meanwhile, the Confederation 
of the Rhine has its consideration increas- 
éd, its power confirmed, and the ties 
which unite its Members drawn closer.— 
If the war still growl in those regions, the 
pernicious power of reaching which the 
English yet retain, it is either at such a 
distance on the frontiers of the Ottoman 
Empire, that Europe cannot long suffer 
from it, and Asia alone is menaced (un- 
less the Divan return to better principles) 
~-or for but ashort period beyond the 
Pyrenees, until the ports of Spain shall be 
opened to our arms, and closed to Eng- 
land. From that moment the peace of 
Europe may be regarded as secured by 
the sanctity of treatie:, the extent of 
power, the conformity of interests, and 
the superiority of gemius.—You have 
seen an august Messenger of Peace, a 
sacred pledge of eternal alliance, arrive 
in the heart of France, which has there- 
by been intoxicated with joy, and tran- 
sported with love. It has been your 
destiny to be witnesses of the solemn 
bonds which wil! for ever unite Napo- 
feon and Maria Louisa, and have at the 
same time united the interests of France 
and the interests of Austria, for the hap- 
piness of the two nations, and the tran- 
quillity of the world. All the allied na- 
tions bless an event which completes the 
establishment of their power, and cements 
the ties which unite them. Enlightened 
police, and consoled humanity, give it 
equal applause; the reason of Europe 
sanctions it, but it belongs in particu- 
lar to France to feel all its value.” 

Count Regwanit having concluded, the 
most animated applause ensued.—The 
President then spoke as follows :—“ Gen- 
tlemen Orators of the Coutivil of Siate, 
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the proof of his satisfaction, 
jesty has been pleased to gi 
gistative Body, would be a 
to terminate gloriously a session alread 
so strongly recommended by the nature : 
our labours, by the sentiments ex Ne 
in it, and by the Bappy event of which y 
have felt the goodness and the glory 

it the Penal Code has imposed UPON os 

vigorous Ministry, laws full of humanj 
and of wisdom: have softened this paink 
aks ARs OF has been secured to 0 . 
temples, and that Holy Ministry, the sou; 
of all morality and virtue. Wise ma. 
sures have been adopteth for the maint. 
nance of hospitals. The state of a great 
number of communes has been amelio. 
raied.—The city of Paris has conceived 
projects worthy of its high destinies, an 
has received the means of executin 
them. The exploring of mines has bee 
encouraged. We see revived an indus 

toomuch neglected among us, and of which 
our late misfortunes have made us feel 


all the walue.—The finances of the em 


pire, far from requiring new sacrifices, 
have only presented wise and useful mo 
difications, with the hope of seeing them 
still further ameliorated.—Finally, a law 
of the greatest interest, and which ma 
be termed the completion of the Judi- 
cial Order, has been adopted.—The Ma- 
gistracy is going to resume that ancient 
dignity, the First Magistracy of the Laws, 
ajust independence will defend it from the 
excess of powers. Such have been the 
works of this Session.——But what interes 
has been spread: upon our labours ¢ These 
new pledges of peace, these glorious nup- 
tials, a their happy. presages; what 
long years of happiness and repose se 
presented to our hopes. May they mul: 
tiply and render their authors as dear 'o 
Europe as they are to this Empire. May 
this alliance, formed for the happiness of 
se many nations, embellish the destinies 
of these Consorts, and crown the expect 
tions which we love to entertain.—The 
President having concluded his speech, 
the meeting remewed its applause— 
President then declared the Session '* 
minated, and the Legiilative Body sea” 


rated accordingly. 
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